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Work Required to Accurately Characterize
Known and Definite Channel in CMA

Typical Geological Cross Section Above Narrows
Showing Alluvial Channel Separated from Groundwater Aquifer by Non-Water Bearing Formations
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FYE 2025 FYE 2026 FYE 2027 FYE 2028 FYE 2029 FYE 2030

Beginning Balance $135,368 $146,618 $311,714 $222,760 $134,185 $47,199
Revenue

Other $224,000 $1,091,168 $0 $0 $0 $0

Interest $850 $5,729 $6,681 $4,462 $2,267 $1,592

GSA $0 $184,815 $192,207 $199,896 $207,891 $216,207
Total Rev $224,850 $1,281,712 $198,888 $204,357 $210,159 $217,799
Expenses & Contingency  $213,600 $1,116,616 $287,842 $292,932 $297,145 $184,799
End Balance $146,618  $311,714 $222,760 $134,185 $47,199 $80,199
Reserve Target * $0 $79,900 $79,900 $79,900 $79,900 $79,900
Above/Below Target Above Above Above Above Below Above

* Annual reserve target is based on 6 months of operating costs in FYE 2030.
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* Groundwater Extraction Fee: Water usage charge/pump
charge ($/AF pumped)

* Billed usage based on 5-year rolling average starting with FYE
2024 data.

* AND Acreage Fee to all benefitting parcels in the CMA

] including parcels in the city, county, and mutual and
Recommendation other water companies

* Billing on County Tax-roll

* Municipalities/CSDs/Mutual Water Companies: Billed
Directly
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Sum of $/AF + $/Acre
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Minimum Charge per parcel is for a whole acre and parcels will be grouped in whole acre
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Questions?

L)
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(b)

(d)

owners, not lessees or licensees, shall receive notice, because the record owner is
responsible for payment of the Fee

Notice will be given in substantially the form attached to this resolution as Exhibit B
in accordance with Prop 218. Notice shall be sent at least forty-five (45) days prior to
the date set for the public hearing.

Notice of the time and place of the public hearing shall also be provided by
publication pursuant to Section 6066 of the Government Code, by posting notice on
the Internet website of the GSA, and by mail to any interested party who files a
written request with the GSA for mailed notice of the meeting on new or increased
fees.

At the Buellton City Council Chambers, 140 West Highway 246, Buellton, CA 93427
and Buellton Library, 202 Dairyland Road, Buellton, CA 93427a notice will be
posted during the 45-day notice period indicating the date, time, and place of the
public hearing.

Hearing Procedures. The public hearing will be conducted according to the procedures set
forth herein.

(a)

(b)

(©)

(d)

(e)

At the public hearing, the Board of Directors shall hear public comments and
consider all written protests of the proposed Fee until the close of the public hearing.
The President or Chair of the Board of Directors may impose reasonable time limits
on both the length of the hearing and the length of each speaker’s testimony.

Staff and consultants will also present responses to all timely Objections received
under Government Code section 53759.1, and the Board will consider whether to
take any action under subsection (d) of that section prior to proceeding. To be
considered timely, an Objection must be received by 5 p.m. on June 11, 2025, at one
of the Submittal Locations identified in the hearing notice.

The Board of Directors may, in its discretion, adjourn the hearing to another time and
place in compliance with Government Code sections 54955 and 54955.1.

Any protest, to be received and counted for the purposes of the Proceeding, must be
provided in writing to the District before the close of the public testimony portion of
the public hearing. The written protest must contain the following:

(1) The identity of each parcel represented by the protest;
(i1) The name and address of the protester; and,

(1) A signed statement, containing an original signature, indicating that the
writing is a written protest on behalf of the parcel(s) listed in the protest and
that the person signing the protest is an owner of the parcel.

At the conclusion of the hearing, or shortly thereafter, the Secretary of the Board of
Directors, or some other person designated by the Board of Directors, shall tabulate
the written protests, including those received during the public hearing, to determine
whether a majority protest exists.
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() If, according to the final tabulation of the written protests, owners of a majority of
parcels entitled to protest the Fee do so, the Board of Directors shall not impose the
Fee. However, if no majority protest exists as to the Fee, the Board of Directors may
adopt the Fee.

All the foregoing, being on motion of Director , seconded by Director
, 1s authorized by the following vote, to wit:

AYES:
NOES:
ABSTAIN:
ABSENT:

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing resolution is the resolution of said District as duly passed
and adopted by said Board of Directors on the 22nd day of April 2025.

WITNESS my hand and seal of the Board of Directors on this 22nd day of April 2025.

(District Seal) Secretary

Pages 19-41
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EXHIBIT A
RATE STUDY
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Sustainable Groundwater
Management Fee Study

REPORT / APRIL 21, 2025

Santa Ynez River Valley Groundwater Basin
eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee
Groundwater Sustainability Agency
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= RAFTELIS

April 21, 2025

Mr. William Buelow

Plan Manager

CMA GSA

3669 Sagunto St, Suite 101
Santa Ynez, CA 93460

Subject: Central Management Area Sustainable Groundwater Management Fee Study

Dear Mr. Buelow:

Raftelis is pleased to provide this Central Management Area Sustainable Groundwater Management Fee
Study (“Fee Study”) to the Central Management Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency (CMA GSA or
CMA), which determines the cost-of-service for the CMA’s groundwater sustainability program and the

appropriate allocation of those costs in the proposed Sustainable Groundwater Management Fee.

The primary objectives of the study include the following:

. Identify the properties that overlie the CMA and the groundwater extraction from those
properties

. Create a five-year financial plan for the CMA GSA to identify the cost of service and the
revenue that must be recovered to finance the CMA SGMA groundwater sustainability
program

. Derive fees that align with the requirements of Proposition 218

Our report details the key assumptions and analyses. It proposes an initial maximum fee and a five-year
escalation schedule. The report includes a brief Executive Summary followed by a description of the process
undertaken during the study.

It has been a pleasure working with you, and we thank you and the CMA staff for the support provided
during the course of this study.

Sincerely,
Sudhir Pardiwala Theresa Jurotich
Senior Principal Manager

611 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 900, Los Angeles, CA 90017

www.raftelis.com
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